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1. Meeting Details

1.1 Meeting Time and Venue
7:00 pm, Tue 28 Jan, 2025, Mill Park Leisure Centre, 33 Morang Drive, Mill Park.

2. Attendance

2.1 Committee
Glenn Eckardt (Chair), Lee Robinson (Minutes), Graeme Williams, Colin Williams,
Siradore El-Asmar.

2.2 Visitors
Kevin Balaam (member).

2.3 Online
Peter Duncombe (committee), Salman Shami (member).

2.4 Apologies
Mara Ferraro.

3. Previous Minutes

3.1 Confirmation of Previous Minutes
Motion: That the minutes of the 28-10-2024 meeting be accepted as a true record of
that meeting. This was deferred from the previous meeting.
Moved: Siradore Seconded: Glenn Motion: Accepted.
Motion: That the minutes of the 2-12-2024 meeting be accepted as a true record of
that meeting.
Moved: Colin Seconded: Graeme Motion: Accepted.

4. Items from Previous Minutes

4.1 (4.1) Signatories Required for WBUG Banking
Glenn to contact NAB Business Banking to have his electronic banking authorisation
reinstated to ensure we have some redundancy to maintain access to our funds.

4.2 (4.2) Bicycle Network Insurance
The committee resolved to wait to see if BN follow up on this with us.

4.3 (4.3) Bicycle Maintenance Sessions
Glenn has submitted the required acquittal paperwork to council to finalise the
sessions.

4.4 (4.4) Bicycle Network/BUG Meetings for Local Council Elections
Glenn is arranging to meet with the new Whittlesea councillors to make them aware
of Whittlesea BUG and to possibly incorporate a local ride to showcase our paths
and possibly some of the issues. One of the new councillors, Martin Taylor, has
already mentioned the BUG at council.
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4.5 (9.2) Women’s Bike Skill Sessions
Mara has reported to Glenn that her sessions went very well.

5. Rides

5.1 Ride Reports
Summary for Dec 2024
Short Rides - 1 ride

20/12/2024 Xmas Ride Billy’s Junction Mernda, RL Alison & Alan, 24km, 25
riders, 6 female.
Medium Rides - 3 rides avg 13 riders, 3 female.

7/12/2024 La Banjo Milkbar North Melbourne, RL Salman, 50km, 4 riders.
8/12/2024 South Morang to Preston Market, RL Samantha, 40km, 16 riders,

3 female.
1512/2024 Darebin Galada to Brewer Sisters Cafe, RL David, 32km, 20

riders, 5 female.
Long Rides - 2 rides avg 14 riders, 3 female.

21/12/2024 Basque Cheesecake, RL Salman, 84km, 14 riders, 3 female.
29/12/2024 Oakleigh for souvlaki, RL Salman, 112km, 14 riders, 3 female.

Fast Rides - 2 rides avg 9 riders, 1 female.
7/12/2024 South Morang to Humevale Fast & Furious, RL Dean, 65km, 3

riders.
14/12/2024 Humevale GOAT, RL Dean, 60km, 16 riders, 1 female.

Twilight - 2 rides avg 8 riders, 1 female.
11/12/2024 Epping Loop, RL Kevin/David, 23km, 9 riders, 1 female.
18/12/2024 Epping Loop, RL Peter P, 23km, 8 riders.

Other - Gravel ride None.
Rail Trail ride None.

Summary for Jan 2025
Short Rides

26/01/2025 Council to Supa Ntral Mernda, Graeme, 19km, 13 riders, 3
female.
Medium Rides - 3 rides avg 9 riders, 2 female.

11/01/2025 South Morang to Lady Bower Reservoir, RL Samantha, 40km, 8
riders, 4 female.

12/01/2025 Darebin Ck to Vorea Cafe via LaTrobe, RL David, 33km, 7 riders,
1 female.

12/01/2025 Uni Hill to IRIS Cafe Brunswick, RL Mara, 42km, 11 riders, 1
female.
Long Rides - 2 rides avg 11 riders, 1 female.
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19/01/2025 Epping to Oak Park, RL Peter P, 50km, 13 riders.
26/01/2025 Abbotsford Convent, RL Salman, 82km, 9 riders, 3 female.

Fast Rides - 4 rides avg 7 riders, 1 female.
4/01/2025 Fast & Furious and C&C, RL Dean, 60km, 13 riders, 2 female.
11/01/2025 South Morang to Hurstbridge, RL Glenn, 70km, 3 riders.
18/01/2025 South Morang to Kinglake West, RL Glenn, 65km, 5 riders, 1

female.
25/01/2025 South Morang to Kinglake West via Eden Park, RL Glenn, 80km,

7 riders.
Twilight - 3 rides avg 9 riders.

1/01/2025 Epping Loop, RL Peter P, 23km, 14 riders, 3 female.
8/01/2025 Epping Loop, RL Peter P, 23km, 5 riders.
22/01/2025 Epping Loop, RL Peter P, 23km, 8 riders.

Other - Gravel ride None
Rail Trail ride None.

5.2 Ride Issues
In an attempt to encourage more people to attend rides and extend the range of
destinations, ride leaders are offering rides of multiple lengths, often by incorporating
train travel as a return option. This is a great initiative but it does complicate our
record keeping / data collection which currently assumes all riders complete the total
ride.
One option may be to simply ignore the issue as the extra distance covered by many
riders getting to and from the start and finishing point for each ride probably far
exceeds any distance lost by riders taking shorter options and would in fact make our
data more accurate. To be discussed further at Ride Leader meetings.

6. Treasurer’s Report

6.1 Current Financial Report
Balance at 02-12-2024: $8,704.92
Plus:

Memberships $55.00
Merchandise $0.00

Less:
Xmas Raffle costs $107.99

Balance at 27-01-2025: $8,651.93

6.2 Liabilities
Liability $0.00

6.3 Petty Cash
Opening balance $217.60
Xmas raffle ticket sales +$235.00
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Consumer Affairs Incorporation fee -$49.00
Current Petty Cash balance $403.60

6.4 Sponsorship
Current sponsors are now South Morang Mazda, Maurice Blackburn, Harcourts Rata
& Co, Bicycle Centre South Morang and Epping RSL.

7. Membership Report

7.1 New Members
Niko Katin (Mill Park) 23/12/2024.
Neil Fitzgerald (Whittlesea) 31/12/2024. Our most northerly member so far.
Del Lavilla has renewed his membership to become fully financial 5/01/2025

7.2 Team App Members
Now 206 people registered on Team App. (an increase of 7)

7.3 Membership Status
Financial Members: 83. 60 fully financial.
Gender breakdown: 26 Female, 56 Male, 1 Unspecified.
2 Family memberships with 2 people nominated as actual family members in each.
1 Family membership with unknown family members (2 assumed).
1 Family membership with all 4 people nominated.

8. Website / Social Media
No issues or developments to report.

9. Other Business

9.1 WBUG Values
Salman wondered if the BUG should articulate what we considered were the BUG’s
values so that if we had behaviours that we considered inappropriate we would have
some thing we could point to as a reference. For committee members to consider.

9.2 Flooding Under the M80 Underpass
Glenn has provided extensive feedback to Russell Tricker from council on proposed
signage regarding flooding and the alternative route.

9.3 Parlimentary Enquiry into Vunlerable Road Users
Glenn has written to State Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Melissa Horne,
requesting a response to the government’s actions on the 56 recommendations from
this enquiry that were tabled in May.
Glenn considers the Minister response of a final response will be delivered in due
course as unsatisfactory and has further raised it with Bicycle Network.

9.4 Additional Sites for Next Super Tuesday Bike Counts
After Glenn’s recommendation Sadaf from council has agreed to add
- Bridge Inn Road - Mernda Station Bike Path
- High Street between Keon Park Station and the M80 path
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- Wollert/Epping North
to the list of count sites.

9.5 Yan Yean Pipe Track
In response to a request from Russel Tricker from council, Glenn has provided letters
of support from the BUG for the work on the Pipe Track sections from Childs Rd to
Bush Blvd and Yan Yean Reservoir to Bridge Inn Rd.

9.6 Road Sweeping of Plenty Rd
Glenn has contacted the Member for Yan Yean, Lauren Karthage, regarding this
matter. Her office has replied that road and pavement sweeping is scheduled by
contractors according to their assessment and recommends reporting ay specific
issues we have to Vic Roads and her office will follow up.
Peter Duncombe has informed the committee that he will be writing to the Minister
and any councilors who have Plenty Rd in their electorate.

9.7 Rail Trail Support
Glenn will pass on the Rail Trail Collective Format he obtained from the Rail Trail
Seminar to council to assist them in their justification of the Whittlesea Rail Trail.

10. Future Meetings

10.1 Committee Meetings
Mon 24 Feb 7:00pm Mill Park Leisure Centre, 33 Morang Drive.

10.2 General Meetings
TBA.

10.3 Social Meetings
TBA.

10.4 Ride Leader Meeting
Sat 1 Feb 1:00pm Epping RSL.

11. Meeting Closed
9:20 pm
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