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1. Meeting Details

1.1 Meeting Time and Venue
7:00 pm, Mon 30 Jun, 2025, Mill Park Leisure Centre, 33 Morang Drive, Mill Park.

2. Attendance

2.1 Committee
Glenn Eckardt (Chair), Lee Robinson (Minutes), Colin Williams, Mara Ferraro,
Graeme Williams.

2.2 Visitors
Nikko (member).

2.3 Online
Peter Duncombe (committee), Salman Shami (committee).

2.4 Apologies
Siradore El-Asmar (committee), Kevin Balaam (sub-committee).

3. Previous Minutes

3.1 Confirmation of Previous Minutes
Motion: That the minutes of the 26-05-2025 meeting be accepted as a true record of
that meeting.
Moved: Colin Seconded: Glenn Motion: Accepted

4. Items from Previous Minutes

4.1 (4.1) Signatories Required for WBUG Banking
Glenn has resolved his signatory issues for the WBUG NAB Bank Account and now
we have three people able to instigate and approve transactions. This gives us some
redundancy in case any one of the three is unavailable.
The three people are now Glenn, Lee and Alison. Item closed.

4.2 (4.2) Correspondence Register
The agenda for meetings now has a Correspondence Section. Item closed.

4.3 (4.3) Ride Issues
Kevin has added Emergency contact information fields to the Membership
Application Forms as well as an acknowledgement for ambulance call outs.
Lee has sent our membership renewal reminder email which includes the ambulance
and medical insurance clarification for existing members and a reminder to provide
Emergency Contact details.
Glenn is looking at ways of covering the cost of first aid training for members to
increase the availability of first aid trained people on rides.
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Our website Disclaimer recommends medical cover and/or ambulance cover - should
we be recommending medical and ambulance cover?
ACTION Lee to raise this with Kevin to see if there was a reason and if not to get it
changed.

4.4 (4.4) Community Ride Route - Malcolm Wrest
Nothing further has been heard from Malcolm, the fact that the BUG’s insurance will
not cover the ride participants may mean that it has become too difficult to organise.
The committee will wait until Malcolm makes contact before proceeding any further.

4.5 (4.5) Uniform Grant and New Jersey Order
Mara is still waiting on the results of her grant as the results of the grants have been
delayed. She will inform the committee of the result.

4.6 (4.6) Online Story Map Project of the Darebin Creek
Glenn, Mara, Kevin and Lee were available for about 4 hours for some filming and
interviews along the Darebin Creek on Monday 2 June. Not available online yet.

4.7 (4.7) Swing Gates
Graeme provided a map of the gates causing concern and Glenn will raise this at the
next BUG meeting with council.

4.8 (4.9) Meeting Minutes
Glenn has set up a Google Drive folder for Lee to begin storing the meeting minutes.

4.9 (9.1) Adult Bike Skills Sessions
Mara has confirmed that the Mill Park Leisure Centre’s resources will be available.
Oct 19 will be the first session and it will coincide with the BUG’s BBQ. Mara is
waiting on CoW to promote it.

4.10 (10.4) Ride Leader Meeting
10 members attended a successful Ride Leaders’ meeting on Saturday to map out
our rides until the end of Sep and discuss general ride issues.

5. Rides

5.1 Ride Reports
Summary for Jun 2025
Short Rides - 2 rides avg 8 riders, 2 female.

1/06/2025 Epping Stn to Keon Park, RL Kevin, 21km, 12 riders, 2 female.
22/06/2025 Mernda to St Ivy’s return, RL Graeme, 20km, 4 riders, 1 female.

Medium Rides - 2 rides avg 10 riders, 3 female.
31/05/2025 Bicycle Centre South Morang (BCSM) Group Ride - Galada

Tamboore, RL Salman, 25km, 12 riders, 5 female.
15/06/2025 Fairfield Boathouse via Plenty River Trail, RL David, 46km, 8

riders, 1 female.
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Long Rides - 1 ride 7 riders, 1 female.
29/06/2025 to South Morang to Southbank, RL Glenn, 85km, 7 riders, 1

female.
Fast Rides - 4 rides avg 6 riders, 2 female.

31/05/2025 BCSM Group Ride - Strathewen, RL Glenn, 65km, 7 riders, 2
female.

14/06/2025 South Morang to Hurstbridge via Strathewen, RL Adrian, 65km, 6
riders, 4 female.

21/06/2025 South Morang to Kinglake West, RL Adrian, 65km, 5 riders, 2
female.

28/06/2025 South Morang to Hurstbridge via Strathewen, RL Adrian, 65km, 7
riders, 1 female.
Twilight - None.
Other - Gravel ride - None. Rail Trail Rides - None.

6. Treasurer’s Report

6.1 Current Financial Report
Balance at 26-05-2025: $8,378.38
Plus:

Membership fees (10) $165.00
Less:

$0.00
Balance at 26-05-2025: $8,543.38

6.2 Liabilities
Current Liability $0.00

6.3 Petty Cash
Opening balance $323.60
Expenses RL Meeting expenses $60.00
Income Membership (2 + $5 donation) $35.00
Current Petty Cash balance $318.60

6.4 Sponsorship
Current sponsors are now South Morang Mazda, Maurice Blackburn, Harcourts Rata
& Co, Bicycle Centre South Morang and Epping RSL.

7. Membership Report

7.1 New Members
29/06/2025 Cathy CONSIDINE [Female Adult TeamApp] 158 Wallaby Way,
Pheasant Creek 3757.



WHITTLESEA BICYCLE USERS GROUP INC.
No. A0055678W

Committee of Management Meeting Minutes

30-06-2025 Page 4 of 7

7.2 Team App Members
Now 220 people registered on Team App. (an increase of one).

7.3 Membership Status
Members: 89. 14 members are fully financial 21 due to expire.
Gender breakdown: 31 Female, 57 Male, 1 Unspecified.
2 Family memberships with 2 people nominated as actual family members in each.
1 Family membership with unknown family members (2 assumed).
1 Family membership with all 4 people nominated.

7.4 Membership Applications
24/06/2025 Nader ABOUZEINA [Male Adult] 104 De Rossi Bvd, Wollert.
The committee were happy to accept Cathy’s and Nader’s applications for
membership upon payment of fees.

8. Website / Social Media
Kevin has updated the membership website to reference the 2025/2026 membership
year.
The membership application form now contains a check box to acknowledge
acceptance of the Ride Leaders ability to call an ambulance if deemed necessary.

9. Correspondence

9.1 Correspondence In:
28/05/2025

 Email from Mill Park Leisure, confirming arrangements with Mara for her Bike Skills
courses for 5th, 12th and 19th October 2025, culminating in a community BBQ on
the final day.

1/6/2025

 Email from Active Seniors League (www.activeseniorsleague.com.au), which
provides us with an opportunity to promote Whittlesea BUG to people over 55
years of age.

2/6/2025

 Weekly email received from Michelle Buhagiar (Community Development Officer
Bundoora, Mill Park and South Morang) –

o Can Whittlesea BUG promote our rides and other events through this
fortnightly email?

o Can we reach out through other Community Development Officers covering
other parts of the City of Whittlesea?

 Snap, Send, Solve report from Kevin Balaam for raised pit lid on Darebin Creek
Trail at 129 Greenhills Rd, Bundoora.

 Snap, Send, Solve report from Kevin Balaam for “when exiting the Darebin Creek
Trail from under the M80 Ring Road onto the M80 Ring Road Trail it is difficult to

http://www.activeseniorsleague.com.au
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see approaching cyclists through the bush as they come barreling down and
around the bends of the trail.”

 Acknowledgement email from Jarrod Lappin (Councillor for Mernda Ward) for
welcoming him on our ride to Strathewen on 31St May 2025.

5/6/2025

 Email received from Sandra Adams requesting information on the next rides being
run by Whittlesea BUG – responded by directing Sandra to the Team App with
instructions on how to download the App and register.

10/06/2025

 Spoon drain hazard at the base of Quarry Hills Park reported by Graeme Williams.
16/06/2025

 Acknowledgement of receipt of email from Whittlesea BUG by Michael Hall,
president of Whittlesea Rotary Club.

 Mara emailed everyone alerting them to a meeting with Jake Norris from Scouts
Victoria to discuss a collaboration with Cub/ Scouts Victoria for Bike Education
Program.

20/06/2025

 Email from Stephanie Ristevska (Unit Manager Sport and Community
Infrastructure, City of Whittlesea) informing us that she will be going on parental
leave from Friday 11 July 2025 for a period of 12 months and that Andrew George
will be stepping into the role of Unit Manager Sport and Community Infrastructure
while she is away.

21/06/2025

 City of Melbourne Budget Cuts for Bike Lanes Campaign – update from Alison
McCormack (CEO from BN).

25/06/2025

 Correspondence from Peter Campbell re: Hawthorn to Box Hill Trail (Strategic
Cycling Corridor) campaign as an example of how to structure campaigns for the
upcoming State election in November 2026.

28/06/2025

 Harold Hawson - Sent a copy of Danielle Greens address to parliament in 2020 in
support of an application to Council for the Mernda to Whittlesea Rail Trail.

9.2 Correspondence Out:
8/06/2025

 Email sent to the president of Epping RSL (Kevin Ind), outlining the opportunity to
continue with their sponsorship of Whittlesea BUG, particularly given that we are
about to produce new merchandise.

 Email sent to Pierre Caruana (South Morang Mazda) about continuing their
sponsorship of Whittlesea BUG as we produce new merchandise.
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 Email sent to Daniel Taylor (Harcourts Rata and Co) about continuing their
sponsorship of Whittlesea BUG as we produce new merchandise.

10/06/2025

 An email was sent to Russell Tricker (City of Whittlesea) recognizing his excellent
work on the alternative route signage for the Darebin Creek Trail.

 Request for quote from Cazz Clark for Bike it Better to deliver two basic
maintenance courses for the purpose of including the quotes in a Community Grant
application.

13/06/2025

 Correspondence sent to Whittlesea Rotary Club re: support for Whittlesea Shared
User Trail.

25/06/2025

 Acknowledgement of Stephanie Ristevska email from 20/06/2025.
27/06/2025

 Letter to Bronwyn Halfpenny (Member for Thomastown) - requesting support for
the construction of a shared user path along High Street, connecting Keon Park
Station to Epping Station.

 Letter to Gabrielle Williams (Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for Public
and Active Transport) re: Urgent action required to address hazards on Shared
User Path between Epping Station and South Morang Station.

 Email to PTV Communication and Engagement team re: Urgent action required to
address hazards on Shared User Path between Epping Station and South Morang
Station.

 Request for clarification from Sadaf on funding arrangements for Bicycle
Maintenance Session in Whittlesea.

30/06/2025

 Response to Harold Hawson thanking him for his input.

10. Other Business

10.1 Advance Bicycle Maintenance Course
Mara outlined an advanced bike maintenance course that she is discussing that is to
be held in October with Cazz, our regular bike instructor and Marcus, the now retired
owner of Walker’s Wheels. This will be dependant on being able to get funding.

10.2 Specialist Bike Tools
Salman floated the idea of the BUG purchasing some specialist tools that normal
bike riders could use but they would not purchase themselves due to limited use
which would not justify their individual purchases.
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The committee considered the idea and agreed the principle was good but the issues
of storage and tracking the tools was likely to be onerous for anyone in the BUG to
take on.

11. Future Meetings

11.1 Committee Meetings
Mon 28 Jul 7:00pm Mill Park Leisure Centre, 33 Morang Drive.

11.2 General Meetings
TBA.

11.3 Social Meetings
TBA.

11.4 Ride Leader Meeting
Next quarterly meeting TBA.

12. Meeting Closed
9:20 pm.
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